Peer To Peer
Windows Workgroup

WindowsXP or Vista WindowsXP or Vista

Main Share
WindowsXP or Vista

WindowsXP or Vista

Realistically limited to 5 computers.
Each computer is equal and security is minimal.

One computer can configured as a dedicated file sharing computer.

Client / Server
Windows Domain

WindowsXP-Pro WindowsXP-Pro
or Vista Business or Vista Business

Windows
Server

WindowsXP-Pro WindowsXP-Pro
or Vista Business or Vista Business

No limit on number of computers.
Server controls all computers and security is high.
Each computer can have difference security access.
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